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ice . Vientiane 1a in a poor economic position and the cost of living is high. 
Smuggling goods from Thailand to Vientiane is not difficult, however, if 
the right contact is made. The cost for smuggling a bicycle, for example, 
ia only <Q to 30 ticals, and a guarantee is given that it will arrive at 
ite destination. In addition to air travel, there are te ways of reeching 
Vientiane from Thailand. The best route is to cross the Mekong River at 
Nong Khai to Tha Dua, 30 kilometers from Vientiane. A bus from Tha Due 
to Vientiane takes one hour, The second route ia from Ban frichiengmai, 
about 30 kilometers from Nong Khai, crossing the river directly to Viextiane. 
Howaver, this route takes Longer because of the poor motor road from Nong 
Khe to Ban Srichiengmai. 


fe Although the French have allowed the Laotians to administer their owm 
rovermment, they have retained control of the Military and Finance Ministries. 
Ascording to Tag Oon, the French have promised to place the army directly 
yvnder Lao control in the near future, In that avent, Tao Oon feela that 
he will receive the post of Commander of the “rmy. It is doubtful, however, 
that such a change in command will occur. 


as The Lace Parliament consists of thirty members, of whom nine form the 
opposition. There are three members of Parliament from Vientiane. 


*, ‘The lack of cooperation between such Laos leaders as Tao Son and Sin seems 
un indiecrte that tha French polisy in Laos ls to create dissension between 
the Laotian leaders, inducing them to compete with one another. Prominent 
iaotians are all afraid of the Viet Minh, and feel that some time in the 
iwhure the Viet Minh will probcbly control Laos. However, there is ao 
evidence that there is any relation batween the Viet Minh and Laotian leaders, 
who feel that they receive better treatment from the French than from the 
Het Minh. The Laotian people themselves are completely obedient to thair 
‘gaders and appear to have no active initiative. 


&. he French are suapicious of all strangere in Vientiane and make an im- 
modi: ta chock on new entrants who arouse their interest. Fs 
MMMMthe French are still watching him closely. 
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On approximately 17 April 1950, Vichien Muangkhot* approached Tao Oon, 
through the Lord Mayor of Nong Khai, asking him to secure “renoh permission 
for his safe return to Laos. Tao Oon refused, fearing thot the trench, 
who consider Vichien dangerous and unreliable, would not only refuse but 
would prgpect Tao of collaboration with Vichien. 


* |. Lt. Gen. Vichien Muangkhot is the former commander of 
the Freo Laos forces. When his funds were exhausted he turned first 
to the Thai Government and then to the Chinese Commumists for support. 
The Communists appenred willing to work with him only if he were suc- 
cessful in constructing a secret airstrip along the northern Thai 
border. It is known that Vichien did not £0 north on this mission 
wheh he originally planned. “6 may have been restrained from doing 80 
by the Thai Government, with which he was in contact, or for other 
reasons. It now appears that Vichien has been inactive for the past 
few months, that he is at the end of his resourcas, and wants to return 
to Laos. The Viet Minh, who reportedly have the support of Prince 
Souphanavong, probubly feel they do not need Vichien. Furthermore, 
since Viet Minh troops have fought on occasion with those of Vichien, 
it is likely that real cooperstion between the two is impossible, 
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